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THE CHICAGO __ RESETTLERS I COMMITTEE 

_REPORT 0 F , A C T I V I T I E S 
. ' ; .' 

Septombe� 28, 1946

Corky T. Ke.wo.so.ki, 
Executive Director 

---��-----------�--�---�----�-----------�----------------------�----�--- ' . 

How it Began In- July, 1944, _ a small group of volunteers among· Japanese. iuner:.-· 
. cans, assembled o.nd conceived o. plo.n for the need of interp:cet:i.:r.g 

the problems of evacuees (who were resettling into the Chico.go area from i·eloco.tic:n 
centorn) to the Vvar Relocation Authority and social agencies which ha.d committed 
thcmRelves to t_he (1ssistunce of resettlers. The group beli.rured in the souncL :;,ntegru�
tien of resetplcrs o.nd en9 ()_urugod leudorship to develop a progl"am to work toward th:.s
goal� 

Limited financial support, wo.rtime c onditions and restrictions, 
and the unsettled sto.tus of resattlers themse,lves mo.di::i it difficult for the volun
teers to function beyoJ?d.,o.n �dvi.sory _ st(,ige. 

The volunteers, however, foreso.w the need for o. continuing agcnc-y 
to attend to th_e ').nfinisl1ed pJ;".oblems of evo.cuo.tion and resettlement. They desired ':r; 
o.goDr-y tho.t wo1ild · supplement the work of the W .R.A., und advise· related agencies of 
resettlement problems. 

The commi:yte� ,wo.s formally organized in September, ·1945. The 
Chicago Rcsettlers.' Committee owes its existence to the leo.dership · of the.: following 
per sor.s: 

Mr. Hurry Mayeda. 
Mrs_., Ken Nishi 
lvl:r 1 ,Mo,samori. Kojimo. 
Mr:· Thomas Mo.sudo. 
Rev. Andrew Oyo.mo. 
Miss Gro.ce �o.giyn 
Mr� deorge Aknhoshi 

Mr. John K. Brenton 
Mr. Ryoichi Fujii 
Mr. G. T. Mo.t sunugo. 

- Dr. Virgil Lowder·
Mr. Koichi Ma.sunnko.
Mr. Tom Shibuto.ni
Rev. Albert C. _Ronunder

Ori]fovember 5, 1945, n group of twenty men and.women met at the 
W.R.A. Council Room and accepted the Consti tution o.nd By-laws drafted oy o. committee 
l:oo.dod by Thomo.s Mus'v,9"0, and elected their officers. The officers,· me1nbers . of the 
&,rncu tive a.nd Advisory ·Boards ure o.s follows: 

EXECUT IVE BOARD C 

Ho.rry K. Mo.yea.a, ·President· 
G. T. Mo.tsunaga, Vice-President 
Mrs. Ken Nis�i,.Se6retary. 
Kohuchiro Su-gimoto�- Treusu.rer 
K- Ma.suno.kt.., J.1.udi tor
C(?rk:Y, T, Ko.wt1so.ki, .,Execrutive :Director

John K. Brenton 
Ryoichi Fujii 
Dr. Willie,:m Hiuro.. 
Hnruo Ishimo.ru 
Ichikuro Kond.o 
Rev. G. M. Kubos,e 

. , ·, 

Rev. Virgil: E. Lowder· 
Y. Muruynmo.
Joe Teiji Koide
Dr. Mo.+.suRo.buro Kuki
Thoma.s Musudn.
Rov. Ji tsuc, Morikawa.
Rev. J·inc�rew Y. Oya.mo.
Rev, Leslie T, P·:inningt.on·
:1{, Tn.k<;mc-,ri
Tom 'l'en.jl 

Soko.e To'.lu 
Brother '1'heopho.nc Wo.1-sh 
Dr. Horry J. Vvulker 

l�DVISORY BO.ARD

Russell W. Bul'lo.rd 
Edwo.rd Engle Brown 
Helen P. Bull 
Hor!ice R. Co.yton 
Eo.rl B. Dickerson 
Dr. Arthur G.··Fo.lls' 
William H. Ho.ight 
Dr_ • .S. I. Hayakawa. 
Dr. Melville J. Herskovitz 
Joseph Keenan 
Leo Lerner 
Mrs. Emile Le:vy 
Micho.el Marin 
Judge John P. McGoorty 
George B. McKibben 
John Nuvee:n, Jr., 
Denn Robert R��field 
Denn Curtiss W, R0ese 
Dr. Harold W. RuC'pp 
Judge 'Geo:.'ge r;; ;1·,:.:.lici 
Elffier 1, Shiirell 
Dr. Edwo.·rd j, $p'.lrling .. 
W, K�_:_:;..s :�tE.:vr.x-� 
ViTUl.1.u.r.c;J - �. 'l:ownsond 
Ph:,:lip vrc�.n . 
Mr·c·.·�io:�n H. Wedd.::lJ. 
Ro.bbi Jo.cob J" Wei::1Stein 



• 

The Chico.go Resettlers' Committee 
REPORT OF ;�c·rrvrT IES 

- Po.ge 2 -

Nho.t It Is The Chicago Resettlers' Committee is, therefore, o.n orgo.nizo.tion 
of citizen o.nd non-citizen Jo.punese Junericuns, Ca.uca.siuns, o.nd 

Negroes; Ca.tholics, Protestants, Buddhists, a.nd Jews; representative of business, 
la.bar, education, the press, and other occupations who believe tha.t unless well-ad
vised leo.dership is given to the problems of persons of Japanese ancestry, further 
physico.l a.nd psychologica.l isolation would become the trend. 

What It Does The INFORM.b.TION-REFERR.1,.L SERVICE o.t 734 N. La.Sa.lle Street o.ssists 
close to 200 porsons a. month. Two-thirds of this number need 

special interpretive service in medical und social service referra.l, counseling in 
family and business problems, employment, and housing, because they o.re first genera
tion Ja.po.nese who do not sper,k English adequately to go directly to other agencies. 
Vctero.ns and other Nisei who� because of their o.ncestry and evacuation experience, 
need attention not given elsewhere o.lso uso the service. 

More than fifteen hundred persons ho.ve gone through the office of 
The Chico.go Resettlers' Committee during the po.st nine months of its existence. One 
of the b�,sic purposes of the Committee is to encouro.ge Jo.pr-nose Junorico.ns to muke 
use of community resources in aiding their adjustment in Chico.go. 

Miss Lucy T. Carner, Executive Secretary of the Division on 
Recroo.tiono.l Education of the Council of Social figencies, recently so.id tho.t the 
recren.tiono.l needs of resettlers hc-d b(_3come increasingly "dramo.tic" o.nd cha.rged 
tho.t though the c,goncies had not discriminated, they ha.d fo.iled to to.ke the 
necesso.ry initiative in ma.king it possible for these "complete strangers" in Chico.go 
to enjoy ugency resources. 

Next yeur, we hope to employ o. full-time worker to stimulate 
Nisei participation in the on-going recrea.tionul uctivities of Chico.go agencies. 
The Community Referro.l Service in the loop ho.s been extremely helpful to the Com
mittee, but most Issei have difficulty in mo.king direct agency contacts due to 
their lo.nguuge difficulty • 

.l,. countless number of these referro.ls have be<:m mo.de via. tole• 
phone. The following figures of the number of interviews will give some ideo. of 
the importo.nce of the Committee 1 s work• 

JUNE JULY AUGUST 

Employment -------------------

MAY 

101 
14 
56 
12 

83 121 119 
Housing ---------------------
Referral ---------------------

25 
30 

29 27 

18 50 
Counseling ------------------
Business Opportunities ------- 3 

7 
7 

20 9 
8 5 

.h.ugust 15, 1945 

Ja.nuo.ry 6, 1946 

--

Totnl 186 152 196 210 

.b. Co.lendo.r of j1,ctivities of the Committoe to do.te is us follows; 

Sponsored enterto.inment o.t the Hull House. 11.pproximutely 100 
people enjoyed the event. 

An Open House for tho Committee was held at the c. Y. o. Nisei 
Genter, o.nd tho Committee mo.de its official debut o.s c.n 11.gency. 

Jo.nuo.ry 12, 1946 The first 11GO" Tourno.ment was held at the Chico.go Buddhist 
Church, ::,nd close to u hundred people o.ssembled. 

February 12, 1946 English classes were organized with the ussisto.nce of the CYO 
Nisei Center und the �dult Educo.tion Depo.rtment of the Boo.rd of 
Education. l.pproximutely sixty-five persons a.re ta.king o.dvo.n

tuge of this nctivity on the North Side. 

February 16, 1946 A lecture on current events was held ut the CYO Nisei Cehtcr, 
o.nd some fifty people were in Lttendo.nce.

April 2, 1946 

of Education. 

� South Side English 
the Chicugo Buddhist 

Some twenty-five studonts 

cla.ss was organized through the courtesy of 
Church c,nd the Jdult Educo.tion of the Boa.rd 
ure attending the clo.ss. 

Mo.y 5., 1946 Sponsored musical o.nd teu in honor of the behind-the-scenes Wo.r 
Reloco.tion Authority employees, o.nd some one hundred and_twenty

five persons attended ��einteresting program. 



Tfay 30, 1946 

. brg·rxnizo.tions. 

September 17, 1946 

instructor. 
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Purticipo. ted in the gigantic Memorial Duv Vetoruns • Testimonial 
Banque�, . which was sponsored together with thirtoc·n o-thcr Civic 

Sto.r':f.ed anot her English cl4.l.s$ at the South··c'origrego.tionnl Church 
with 'the Bouru of Ec:uct.�tion mu.king simikr arro.ngements for ·n.n 

September 15 r:cnd 
22, 1946 The second "GO" Tournament was sponsored by the Committee at the 

-cyo His0i C-enter. Approximr..:.tcly one hundred -c.nd fifty persons
·purticipr..:.tad in the two-Sunday event.

· September 29, 1946 ii. city-wide golf tourm,mont wns sch0duled by populo.r request, and
o. cornmi tt0e 1icl�<led by Thomus M.t,sudo. o.rro.nged a good tournc,rrient

. for the. golfers of the younger group •

October. 5, l.9-1t6 
. 

stitute. 

October 26, 1946 

.. Music.,-,lov.cr.s of Biwo. ·· (o.n �lcl JD.panese instrument) a.re getting o. 
thrill fr0ni·the announcement of a Biwa concert o.t the Olivet In-

A Hobby Show is r..nothor of th�_much-unti:cipated events to be 
spoiisorel by the ,c·ornrr\itt�e.. 

.. 

The Chico.go Resettlers' Committee is '.uctive in the following 
coordino.ting groups:• 

·Executive Board of th9 Diyision on. Ecl\l-00.tion-Recreution
Coordint:lting Committ'ee ·oii Vfelfo.re s,orviqes to Persons

• o'f Jup(lnase desce:r.t · · 
Lowi;friNorth Cormnunity Couni;il 
., ... dvisory Bari.rd

, . . .

Dopartmont of Socio.l 86rvioa, . ..
Ct:1U:_:i;-.6}1:)'ed�ru.tion of Greater Chico.go
Ch:i,co.go Japanese ilJll.ericun Council
Chicago. Council Ji.go.inst Racial o.nd Religious Discrimino.tion

The relationship with other o.gencies o.nd organiza:bions hns been exceedingly good since 
the beginning a.nd there is little or no duplicati<ln of effort. 'The Cbmmittoe became 
c, member of the Chicc;go Council Ago.inst Rt:..cial und Religious p:tsc.:rimina.tion to fight, 
o.gn.inst the unfo.ir prc.ctic0.s,qgo.inst minorities.

How it is Financed Genotoiis .. d"Orio.tions huve been received from various organizations
and iridi vfdua.ls. Among them nro the following: 

The Chicago Congregutionnl Union, Dr� Neil E. Hansen; the 
Unito.rio.n Service Committoci with headquarters iP Boston, Masso.chusettsr Congregation
al Committee on Christian Democro.cy, Dr. Clp:renco S � Gillett, have':b�en the major 
supporting orgo.nizations. Marshall Field and Edward Eagle Brown havc·'cbntributed, 
indicating an appreciation of the problems 9f resettlors in t'he trabsitidno.l period 
of n.dju..stmcnt. i;n.. Chlci:.go. - - .... -.. ...,_ - · - - - - · �� � 

We believe that the Chicago Resottlers•: ;CornmitteJ is the kind of 
organization that warrants the support of :E+ll.peopl<J, inasmuch a's'the_ Chico.go Com
munity at largo should be concerned with whEl,t happens to peop'ie 1who'-wero uprooted 
from their homes and businesses on the West ',coo.st, forced to confinement without 
chnrges, und -who were roset.t h,d in strunge 1.irbo.ri connnuni tios. On the kind leudership 
o.nd coopero.ti ve attention g1ven'to their problems toduy will depend whether the 
forced movement to the Middle, West !;en� .2;o.st permanently creuted an intensely self
conscious' min�rity group or ·no.steriod the assimilation of persons of Japanese descent. 

The f'.ollowing Fino.ncial Report wo.s prepared by Mr. Koho.chiro Su
gimoto o.nd audited by Mr. Koichi Mn.sunako., who nre Treo.surer o.nd ii.uditor respective
ly: 

(see following page) 
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'!'HE CHIC.i�GO RES E1T LERS ' COMMITTEE 
ST,1.T EM ENT OF !NCOME i�D EXPENDITURES 

From Dec·. 18, 1945 to June 30, 1946 

.. 

MEMBERSHIP FEE ( 148 Members)
Sl�L.RY 

INCOME 

.$2,812.25 
296.00 

OFFICE RENT 
MAILING EXPENSE 
OFFICE SUPPLY 
TRIP EXPENSE 
.ADVERTISING 
PUBLIC RELi.TIONS 

. '1'ELEPHONE 
MISCELLiNEOUS 
OFFICE FURNITURE 

* Donations

. In Bnnk - $536.28 
On Hund - $230.00 

$3,108.25 

Booth, Mrs, Raymond $ 
Brown, Edwurd Eagle 
Chico.go Congregf.ltionul Union 
Chico.go Japnnese .hmerican Council 
Dearborn Glnss Company 
Field, Mursho.11 
Huyakuwo., Dr. S. I. 
Mutsunugn, To.hei 
Nutionul City Linea 
Congrer;ationi:.l Committee on 

Christiun Democracy 
Ross, Prydence 
St. Mo.ry 1 s Girls' Dormitory 
Unit�riun Homo Sorvico Committee 
Other Donors (38 persons) 

25,00 
50,00 

700.00 
15.00 
70.00 

100�00 
10.00 
60,00 
50�00 

700.00 
15.00 
29.25 

soo.oo 

188.00 
� 2,812.25 

FINii.NCfoL STiSEMENT ,�s OF SEPTEJ'v'fBER 30, 1946 

Income: 

MEMBERSHIP (296) 
DONATION 

Expenses: 

Suhry 
Mniling 
Ront· 
Office Supply 
Trip Expense 
Advert isemerit 
Public Relations 
Telephone 
Office Furniture 
Miscello.noous 

$2,$15.00 
133.78 
364.66 
236.12 

67;10 
47.00 

_134. 26 
157.26 

55;42 
·. 24. 75

592�00 
_3,52��25
4,115.25 

_3, 736.35. 

TOTi.L Bi.1.L..JWE 

Rcsp(3ctf_ully submitted, 

EXP END IT URE 

$1,525.00 
254o44 

53�50 
155.58 

53.60 
42.00 
99.42 
97.26 

4.75 
56.42 

$2; 341.97 
766.28 

$378.90 
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